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Perfect for gift-giving--a classic illustrated by Michael Hague, in a beautifully redesigned

edition.Thornton W. Burgess said that imagination was "the birthright of every child." His Old Mother

West Wind stories, first published in 1910, have worked their magic on generations of children.
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A book of short stories about animals who talk, _Old Mother West Wind_ is enjoyable for a child of

about five years to about eight as a read aloud (or older, if your child isn't terribly worldly.) These

short tales often attempt to explain "how", as in how the skunk got his stripe, and have, in addition to

the animals, characters such as Mother Nature and the Merry Little Breezes.Many of these stories

attempt to teach a moral, though often it is not obvious due to the author's skill. These are old

stories and they reflect the values of the time they were written in. My ADHD eleven year old read

the book himself and enjoyed it and is looking forward to the sequel.Here are the stories included:1)

Mrs. Redwing's Speckled Egg - Mrs. Redwing has just laid a beautiful new egg and the Merry Little

Breezes must help keep it safe from Tommy Brown.2) How Reddy Fox Was Surprised - When

Johnny Chuck wanders too far from home, Reddy Fox decides to play a trick on him. But the joke's

on Reddy Fox.3) Why Grandfather Frog Has No Tail - Grandfather Frog tells the Merry Little

Breezes why Mother Nature took away all frogs' tails.4) Why Jimmy Skunk Wears Stripes - When

Mrs. Ruffed Grouse's eggs are destroyed by "a pair of eyes," the whole forest seeks the culprit.



When Jimmy Skunk is found out, his days of night camouflage are over. (This was my son's

favorite.)5) The Willful Little Breeze - When one of the Merry Little Breezes stays in the Green

Meadow after Old Mother West Wind has gone home behind the Purple Hills, he foils Hooty the Owl

and Reddy Fox's plans to eat Mr. Bob White and his family.
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